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NOTE FROM OUR INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It is a great pleasure for me to introduce myself to you as SGC’s new
Interim Executive Director. Having been the Allegra director from 2005
- 2008, I am quite familiar with the choirs, and I am thrilled to also be
conducting Allegra once again! I had a wonderful week working with
Allegra and our new accompanist Jennifer Greene at camp, and I know it
is going to be an exciting season.

The Executive Director position is the result of an initiative derived from
the Board of Director’s Strategic Plan designed to move the Seattle Girls’
Choir into a new era of growth and sustainability. I look forward to
working with the board to guide the organization towards strategic goals
which include: increased visibility of SGC in the greater Seattle area,
strengthening fundraising strategies to support scholarships and growth,
and fostering relationships within and beyond our choir community. All
of these objectives support the high quality of instruction and artistic
performance that is the hallmark of the Seattle Girls’ Choir.

Our summer months have been busy at the SGC office. We are planning
for a new website over the next few months, and we have an updated
Facebook page. Even before our next set of auditions in late August, our
enrollment has increased from last year. Both of our summer camps were
a huge success. We had four sets of day camps over two weeks taught by
Sarah Bartolome and Mary Anne Braund (with PV assistants) which
served sixty students in full and half day settings. Sixty-eight girls
attended our week-long overnight camp at Ft. Flagler supported by six
faculty and nearly twenty parent volunteers and chaperones. In addition
to rehearsals and electives students enjoyed hiking on the beach, an
exciting scavenger hunt, and our traditional activities such as campfire,
the night walk, and our “Celebrities” theme banquet. We also recognized
camp parent volunteers who are completing their years of service at
camp: Celia Castle, Sernya Codd, Amy Schlueter, & Stacia Cammarano.
As a reminder, parent volunteers are critical to the success of our SGC
programs. Please consider volunteering your time or skills this year so

that we can best serve our girls!

As we head into the start of our season, we already have some exciting
plans in place. Prime Voci will be performing at a fundraiser in Bellevue
in support of World Vision, a humanitarian organization that works to
tackle the causes of poverty and injustice worldwide. We always
welcome ideas for both public and private performances for any of the
choir levels. If you have any thoughts about singing opportunities, please
don’t hesitate to contact us at the choir office.

Sincerely,
Aimee Mell

Interim Executive Director
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AUDITIONS ~ AUG. 27TH

YOUR REFERRALS ARE KEY!

e Encourage your friends to download our
information packet from the Auditions
page of our website.

e Ask them to call Stacia at the office with
any questions - 206-526-1900

e Back-up/Final Placement Auditions Sept.10th

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

FIRST DAY OF REHEARSAL

Prime Voci Monday, Aug. 29th
Cantamus Monday, Aug. 29th
Allegra Tuesday, Aug. 30th
Vivissimi Thursday, Sept. 8th

Dolcine/ettes  Tuesday, Sept. 6th
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FALL PARENT

ORIENTATION

Allegra & Dolc. Tuesday, Sept. 6th
PV & Cantamus Wednesday, Sept. 7th
Vivissimi Thursday, Sept. 8th

Orientations start at 4:30 with parents and
choristers meeting in the large Fellowship
Hall downstairs. We will introduce the
staff working those days and review some
logistics for the girls. After the girls head
off to rehearsal we will continue to meet
with the parents.

We look forward to seeing you there!
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CHOIR LEVEL SCHEDULES

The current 2011/2012 schedules for each
choir level can be found on the Choir Info
page of our website. Top section of page,
Call Sheets & Schedules.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo




A NOTE FROM OUR ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Hello, SGC Community!

This next year is going to be a big one for SGC! First, it is so exciting to
have Aimee Mell back in the SGC fold as the Interim Executive Director
and conductor of Allegra! She has been blowing us away with the energy
and passion with which she has thrown herself into the position...Despite
the fact that she got MARRIED this summer *and* came to camp too!

Then of course, PV is gearing up for their tour next summer to Germany
(it will be my first with this group!). In preparation for that, we have
several exciting concerts planned for the Spring, including a collabora-
tion with Simple Measures (a fellow non-profit that puts on high

caliber chamber music concerts in intimate settings), and a full blown
concert for the concert series at St. John’s Episcopal Church in

Olympia.

The holiday season will also be an interesting one. We are expanding
our Lessons & Carols concert to two locations, and starting two brand
new concerts as well: PV will have a concert of music written for harp
and treble voices, and Cantamus and Allegra will be joining forces to
present their own formal concert in early December.

But of course the season all begins...with CAMP! Prime Voci, Canta-
mus, and Allegra had a fantastic week at Ft. Flagler beginning new reper-
toire and getting to know each other as friends and as a choir.

See you soon!

A big thank you to all of the girls and parents who jumped in and par-
ticipated in this year’s raffle. It was exciting to have family and friends

names selected as winners!

As in years past we learned a few more things this year that we can use
in spring 2012. And alas, no ponies were won this year and in case you
wondered... we will retire that little antic next year for sure.

The choir netted $8300 with an additional $1250 earned and deposited

into individual chorister’s accounts. Well done!

TUITION 2011/2012

This season your tuition invoice will reflect
a slight 2% increase as approved by the
Board of Directors. This is the first in-
crease taken since the fall of 2009. Over-
head costs have grown steadily in the last
two years and this increase will help defray
some of those costs.

WELCOME JENNIFER

Jennifer Greene started with SGC in April
working with Dr. Wright and Allegra as
they prepared for the Spring Concert. We
are so pleased to have her continue on as
both the accompanist and theory instructor
for Allegra. Jennifer joined us at camp
where we were also treated to her special
talents on the folk harp and guitar!

Jennifer holds a Master’s degree in music
therapy at Lesley University in Cambridge,
MA, and worked with children with special
and palliative care needs in the greater Bos-
ton area for five years. While in Boston,
she served as founding accompanist to
Voices Rising women’s chorus from 2004-
2010. She relocated to the Pacific North-
west in 2010 and currently serves the Seat-
tle hospice community as a national board-
certified music therapist. In addition, she
maintains an active schedule as rehearsal
and performance accompanist and music
director in Seattle area schools, churches,
and music theatre, and is the regular organ-
ist/pianist/accompanist at First Christian

Church in Tacoma.




